
Section One: Project/Lesson Overview 
 
Grade: 9/10 
 
Subject:  English 
 
Lesson Title:  Bird Poems 
 
Lesson Description: Students will compose a poem about a bird from the For the Birds online 
exhibit. The challenge here will be to convey an image to the reader without being able to use 
certain words. Students will have to describe their chosen bird without using basic colour names 
(red, white, yellow, etc) or anatomical terms (beak, wing, talon). This will encourage students to 
think outside the box and build vocabulary. Students will share their poems upon their completion 
and will then try to guess what kind of bird each other chose. 
 
Time Required:   2 x 60 minute classes 
 
Curriculum Outcomes: 
 

 Choose language that creates interesting and imaginative effects 

 Demonstrate awareness of what writing/representation processes and presentation 
strategies work for them in relation to audience and purpose 

 
Section Two: Project/Lesson Implementation 
 
Equipment/Materials Required:   
 
Writing materials (pencils, pens, paper) 
Thesauruses may be helpful. 
 
Lesson Procedures/ Teaching Strategies: 
 

1. The instructor should encourage students to visit the For the Birds site prior to the first 
class to get them thinking about what kind of bird to write about. Or, alternately, get them 
to explore the site for a short period at the beginning of the first class. 
 

2. The first class should be devoted entirely to composing the poems. The instructor should 
encourage students to think about all aspects of the bird: its colour, shape size, call, 
behaviour and environment. 

 
 

3. Class number two will be devoted to presentations. These presentations can be made 
either to the whole class, or to classmates in small groups. After each presentation 
students will have to guess the type of bird. 
 

 
 
Suggested Assessment Strategies: 

 
Students should be graded on their use of vocabulary and literary devices, and by how 
effectively they describe the bird. 

 
.  



Section Three:  Project/Lesson Resources 

Supplementary Resources:  
http://www.queenscountyheritage.com/FortheBirds/ 
 
Disclaimer: The recommended web-resources included here have been scrutinized for their 
grade and age appropriateness; however, contents on links on the Internet change continuously. 
It is advisable that teachers preview all links before recommending them to students.  
 
Extensions: n/a 
 
 

 
 

Section Four:  Additional Information 
 
Credits: Julian Varty, Queens County Heritage 

 

 

http://www.queenscountyheritage.com/FortheBirds/

