
Section One: Project/Lesson Overview 
 
Grade: 9/10 
 
Subject:  Art 
 
Lesson Title:  Birds in Art 
 
Lesson Description: Students will choose a two pieces of Canadian artwork depicting a native 
species of bird and then will be challenged to create their own piece of art, depicting the same 
kind of bird, using a different medium. Along with their original piece, the student must also 
submit a short write-up describing the two pieces of art they chose, including information on the 
artists, the medium, and the artistic tradition/movement. They must also identify what 
commonality there is between their finished work and the two pieces they chose as inspiration. 
 
Time Required:  2-3 x 60 minute classes.  
 
Curriculum Outcomes: 
 

 Manipulate and organize design elements and principles to achieve planned 
compositions. 

 Respond verbally and visually to the use of art elements in personal works and the works 
of others. 

 Recognize the existence of a variety of visual languages that reflect cultural, socio-
economic, and national origins. 

 Describe the government of the selected country 
 

Section Two: Project/Lesson Implementation 
 
Equipment/Materials Required:   
 
Any and all appropriate available artistic materials: paints, canvases, brushes, clay, etc. Students 
may also supply their own materials depending on their project (ie. mosaic tiles, photographs). 
 
Lesson Procedures/ Teaching Strategies: 
 

1. Encourage students to think outside the box and not limit their choice of artwork. 
Students should be strongly encouraged to consider First Nations art, which 
encompasses a wide range of artistic styles and often has birds as subject matter. 

 
Suggested Assessment Strategies: 
 

Students will be graded on the quality of their piece and on the completeness of their 
accompanying write-up. How these two criteria are weighted is at the discretion of the 
instructor.  

Section Three:  Project/Lesson Resources 

Supplementary Resources:  
http://www.queenscountyheritage.com/FortheBirds/  
 
 

http://www.queenscountyheritage.com/FortheBirds/


Disclaimer: The recommended web-resources included here have been scrutinized for their 
grade and age appropriateness; however, contents on links on the Internet change continuously. 
It is advisable that teachers preview all links before recommending them to students.  
 
Extensions: n/a 

 
 

Section Four:  Additional Information 
 
Credits:  Julian Varty, Queens County Heritage 

 


